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be caught and attacked in flank by the corps in the
centre*

" But if the enemy has only 15,000 or 18,000 men, you
must attack him after carefully studying his position;
it being understood that Marshal Augereau's corps will
by that time be with you. What is most important
under such circumstances, Monsieur le Marfehal, is that
you should send the Emperor news of your situation
and of the enemy's, tbjee times a day.

" If the enemy withdraws before you, you must arrive
at Saalfeld as soon as possible and there take up a
military position."

As we see, should the Fifth Corps strike, in the course
of its march, upon an enemy provided with superior
or very superior forces, it must escape destruction by
means of a defensive or by a running fight.

The advanced corps or advance guards of 1806 are
ready to use three kinds of tactics : To attack, to resist,
to withdraw, that is, to manoeuvre while retreating,
according to what they may see or hear concerning the
enemy with whom they are about to come in toucn.

Marshal Lannes writes on the same day ;

" Gr&ffenthal, October 9Jfc, 5 p.m.

" I am arriving at this very momeixTwith the Suchet
division and the whole cavalry at/<iraffenthal. It is
now 5 pan. The Gazan division will bivouac between
the posts at Judenbach and Graffenthal village. 2V
morrow, one hour after dawn, the whole army corps will
be placed two hours from here on the road to Saalfeld,
waiting for your Majesty's orders, which I hope to receive
in the course of the day or of tbfe night. ... It has been
a horrible day for troops and artillery, with frightful
roads, no resources. ... It is impossible for Augereau
to be here to-morrow, there being twelve endless leagues
from Coburg to Graffenthal, , . ."

As a matter of fact, the situation in the evening of the
9th was the following: In the Fifth Corps, cavalry at
Gesseldorf; both divisions bivouacking at the places
mentioned above: In the Seventh Corps, advance guard
ahead of Coburg: 1st division at Coburg; and the
2nd division south of Coburg.